
 
 

Syllabus: Legal English-- B2 level  

 
OUTCOMES  
General Learning Outcomes  
 
This is a language course, not a law content course as the Law Faculty modules are. Legal topics and concepts 
are used in the course as vehicles to explore legal language.  
 
While a selection of legal terminology in each legal topic area is presented throughout the course, mastering 
legal English requires more than simply improving your knowledge of specialized vocabulary.  
 
By the end of the course the students should have acquired a basic knowledge of the main features of legal 
English, aspects of specialized lexis; the importance of legal collocations and formal register, considering 
different degrees of formality in text types within the large genre of legal English.  
 
The course is based on the assumption that, in order to profit from the mobility programs/exchanges 
available in foreign universities, the needs of the students lie predominantly in improving their speaking 
skills, in addition to listening and reading comprehension strategies; therefore an essential component of 
the course is learning to produce and deliver an effective oral presentation of a legal topic.  
 
Due to constraints of time, written production and in particular legal drafting is not prioritized, although 
there are opportunities during the course to to writing emails and letters of advice and replies to a demand 
letter. 
 
Specific Learning Outcomes  
 
This course is focused on improving your language skills at the B2 level. This course will:  
 

• Strengthen speaking skills and enable students to engage more effectively in a range of speaking 
situations typical of the study of law and the practice of law, such as client interviews or discussions 
with colleagues and fellow students;  

• Improve the ability to read, understand, and analyze a range of legal texts, such as legislation and 
legal correspondence;  

• Improve comprehension of spoken English when it is used to speak about legal topics in lectures, 
presentations, interviews, and discussions appropriate to B2 level; and  

• Improve the ability to write basic but accurate legal correspondence.  
 
Students will also improve their abilities to:  

• use legal language confidently and accurately, based on the knowledge of collocations and specific 
lexis acquired over the course;  

• make appropriate choices in register, based on the knowledge acquired over the course;  

• and use a range of databases, online dictionaries and legal resources, including an introduction to 
using linguistic corpora.1  

 



 
PREREQUISITES 
 
The course is primarily aimed at serving the educational needs of students in the Law Faculty. To access the 
course, students should already have acquired at least B2 level competence in English.  
 
CONTENTS  
 
The course concentrates on the use of Legal English within the following areas of law: A Career in Law, 
Contract Law, Tort Law, Criminal Law, and Company Law.  
 
As noted above, this is a language course rather than a law content course. Some specific aspects of grammar 
are revisited, such as conditional/ hypothetical clauses, passive constructions and modal verbs of obligation, 
but it is not primarily a grammar course. Online resources, dictionaries, and databases are introduced as is 
the use of linguistic corpora. In addition, the course covers strategies for doing effective oral presentations.  
 
TEACHING METHOD  
 
Frontal lessons in two 2-hour classes per week, a total of 40 academic hours. The course is held entirely in 
English. Students are expected to take an active part in the classes, discussions and pair-work.  
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
Continuous language assessment (50%) 

• Homework assignments from the online coursebook, considered mandatory and submitted 
electronically 

• Classroom participation 

• Participation in case studies 

• Writing task(s) 
 
Final exam (50%) 

• Mini-Presentation: Pairs of students will meet with the teacher for 10 minutes. Each student will be 
given a choice of topics to talk about. Students will have 2 minutes to prepare and 2 minutes to speak. 
After each student has finished speaking, the other student must ask one question related to the 
content. Students are expected to demonstrate their ability to use the language studied throughout 
this course accurately and appropriately. 

• Content of final 90-minute written exam to take place in the final class of the course: Listening and/or 
reading comprehension. Grammar and vocabulary. Short writing task. 

 
Pass requirement is 18/30, and the result is expressed simply as pass/fail. 
 
Assessment criteria for this course rely upon the scales set out in the Common European Framework of 
Reference (CEFR), an international standard for determining language capabilities established by the Council 
of Europe. Please refer to the CEFR B2/C1 levels for further information. 
 
COURSE BOOK  
Introduction to International Legal English, 2021 edition  
Editor: TransLegal  
Author(s): Matt Firth and Amy Bruno-Lindner  
ISBN: N/A  
Signup: Refer to course Moodle for instructions on how to access and pay for the online coursebook. 
 



Additional material will be supplied by the teacher during the course.  
 
 

Syllabus: Advanced Legal English-- C1 level  

 
OUTCOMES  
General Learning Outcomes  
 
This is a language course, not a law content course as the Law Faculty modules are. Legal topics and concepts 
are used in the course as vehicles to explore legal language.  
 
While a selection of legal terminology in each legal topic area is presented throughout the course, mastering 
legal English requires more than simply improving your knowledge of specialized vocabulary.  
 
By the end of the course the students should have acquired a basic knowledge of the main features of legal 
English, aspects of specialized lexis; the importance of legal collocations and formal register, considering 
different degrees of formality in text types within the large genre of legal English.  
 
The course is based on the assumption that, in order to profit from the mobility programs/exchanges 
available in foreign universities, the needs of the students lie predominantly in improving their speaking 
skills, in addition to listening and reading comprehension strategies; therefore an essential component of 
the course is learning to produce and deliver an effective oral presentation of a legal topic.  
 
Due to constraints of time, written production and in particular legal drafting is not prioritized, although 
there are opportunities during the course to practice formal letter-writing, such as letters of 
application/motivation, emails and replies to letters before action.  
 
Specific Learning Outcomes  
 
This course is focused on improving your language skills at the C1 level. This course will:  

• Strengthen speaking skills and enable students to engage more effectively in a range of speaking 
situations typical of the study of law and the practice of law, such as client interviews or discussions 
with colleagues and fellow students;3  

• Improve the ability to read, understand, and analyze a range of legal texts, such as legislation and 
legal correspondence;  

• Improve comprehension of spoken English when it is used to speak about legal topics in lectures, 
presentations, interviews, and discussions appropriate to C1 level; and  

• Improve the ability to write basic but accurate legal correspondence.  
 
Students will also improve their abilities to:  

• use legal language confidently and accurately, based on the knowledge of collocations and specific 
lexis acquired over the course;  

• make appropriate choices in register, based on the knowledge acquired over the course; and  

• use a range of databases, online dictionaries and legal resources, including an introduction to using 
linguistic corpora.  
 

The course is primarily aimed at serving the educational needs of students in the Law Faculty. To access the 
course, students should already have acquired at least C1 level competence in English.  
 
 
 
 



 
PREREQUISITES  
 
The course is primarily aimed at students in the Law Faculty. To access the course, students should already 
have acquired at least C1 level competence in English.  
 
CONTENTS  
 
Introduction to some aspects and lexis of: Commercial Law, Intellectual Property Law, Real Property Law, 
Litigation & Arbitration, Comparative Law and International Law.  
 
TEACHING METHOD  
 
Frontal lessons in two 2-hour classes per week, a total of 40 academic hours. The course is held entirely in 
English. Students are expected to take an active part in the classes, discussions and pair-work.  
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
Continuous language assessment (50%) 

• Homework assignments from the online coursebook, considered mandatory and submitted 
electronically 

• Classroom participation 

• Participation in case studies 

• Writing task(s) 
 
Final exam (50%) 

• Mini-Presentation: Pairs of students will meet with the teacher for 10 minutes. Each student will be 
given a choice of topics to talk about. Students will have 2 minutes to prepare and 2 minutes to speak. 
After each student has finished speaking, the other student must ask one question related to the 
content. Students are expected to demonstrate their ability to use the language studied throughout 
this course accurately and appropriately. 

• Content of final 90-minute written exam to take place in the final class of the course: Listening and/or 
reading comprehension. Grammar and vocabulary. Short writing task. 

 
Pass requirement is 18/30, and the result is expressed simply as pass/fail. 
 
Assessment criteria for this course rely upon the scales set out in the Common European Framework of 
Reference (CEFR), an international standard for determining language capabilities established by the Council 
of Europe. Please refer to the CEFR B2/C1 levels for further information. 
 
COURSE BOOK  
 
Introduction to International Legal English, 2021 edition  
Editor: TransLegal  
Author(s): Matt Firth and Amy Bruno-Lindner  
ISBN: N/A  
Signup: Refer to course Moodle for instructions on how to access and pay for the online coursebook. 
 
Additional material will be supplied by the teacher during the course.  
 


